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Meeting Agenda

1. Project Overview
2. Project Scope
3. Environmental Analysis
4. Land Acquisition
5. Next Steps



Project Overview



Purpose and Need

RIVER RD

PATTERSON RD

TRAFFIC CONGESTION

CRASHES

713 Total Crashes (2015-2019)
12 Fatalities (2015-2022)

FLOODINGPOOR PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIVITY



Project Implementation Process

Identify 
transportation issues
Development of 

alternatives
Engage public

Identify 
Funding
Develop 

Plans
Acquire 

Right-of-Way

• Patterson to Arsenal Road included in Department’s FY 2024-2029 Proposed Highway Improvement Program
• Arsenal Road to River Road not included in Department’s FY 2024-2029 Proposed Highway Improvement Program



Phase I Project Schedule

2015 2016 2017 2023 2024



Project Scope



Project Scope

S  ARSENAL RD

DORIS AVE (US 52)

LARAWAY RD

MILLS RD

MISSISSIPPI RD

HOFF RD

RIVER RD

PATTERSON RD

SIDEWALK
SHARED –USE 

PATH



North Section Scope
Patterson Rd to Mills Rd



US 52 Reroute

MILLS RD



North Section Scope

MILLS RD

NOWELL PARK

CUL-DE-SAC

NO ACCESS TO IL 53

NOWELL AVE 
CLOSURE

ROUNDABOUT

WB RIGHT
TURN LANE

NB RIGHT
TURN LANE

PATH 
CONNECTION

PROPOSED 
PATH



North Section - Drainage

2020 FLOODING

DRAINAGE 
IMPROVEMENTS

2020 FLOODING

STRUCTURE 
REPLACEMENT



Central Section Scope
Mills Rd to S Arsenal Rd



Central Section Scope

S  ARSENAL RD

MILLS RD

ZURICH RD

LARAWAY RD

SCHWEITZER RD

MILLSDALE RD

MANHATTAN RD

MISSISSIPPI RD



IL 53 at Zurich/Girard

NB LEFT
TURN LANE

SB LEFT 
TURN LANE

POTENTIAL
DISPLACEMENT

ZURICH 
REALIGNMENT



Median Consolidation

CO
M

M
ER

CI
AL

 
EN

TR
AN

CE

NB LEFT 
TURN LANE

SB LEFT 
TURN LANE 
W/ U-TURN

MEDIAN 
OPENING



South Section Scope
S Arsenal Rd to River Rd



IL 53 at River Rd

RIVER RD

SB FREE FLOW 
RIGHT TURN LANE

EB DUAL LEFT 
TURN LANES

SHARED-USE 
PATH

IL 53 WIDENING



Environmental Analysis



Environmental Analysis

Types of Impacts Measured
Businesses 

Residences

Farmlands

Water and Natural Resources

Traffic Noise

Cultural and Historic Resources

Public Lands

Environmental Justice



Environmental Impacts

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

Wetlands
1.66 acres

Total ROW
17.1 acres

Farmland
6.6 acres

Residential 
Property

No displacements

Noise
No mitigation required

Environmental 
Justice

No disproportionate 
impacts anticipated

Business
1 displacement

Parks
De minimis

Historic
No Adverse Effect

Streams
2,760 feet

Floodplains
3.29 acres

Threatened & 
Endangered Species

No impacts



Section 106

DORIS AVE (US 52)

MILLS ROAD

IL
 5

3

JOLIET EQUIP 
CORP BUILDING

BNSF RR BRIDGE

UP RR BRIDGE

ALT RTE 66 
PAVEMENT

Federal process that requires the analysis of 
impacts to historic resources

17 historic sites identified

13 historic sites not impacted

4 historic sites have no adverse effect



Section 4(f)

NOWELL PARK

Federal process that 
requires the analysis of 

impacts to park and 
recreational lands, wildlife 

and water foul refuges, and 
historic sites

De minimis impacts to Nowell 
Park anticipated

Nowell Park identified as 
Section 4(f) resource

De minimis impacts for proposed sidewalk connections and grading



Environmental Justice

Environmental Justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of 
all people, regardless of race, ethnicity, income, national origin, or 

education level with respect to the development, implementation and 
enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and policies. 

If you have any concerns with EJ issues as it relates to this project or if you 
aware of historical discrimination along the IL 53 corridor, please notify the 

project team today or fill out a comment form.  

Project Website: www.il53corridor.org  
Project Email:  il53corridor@clarkdietz.com
Comment Form

http://www.il53corridor.org/
mailto:il53corridor@clarkDietz.com


Land Acquisition



Land Acquisition

Relocation Assistance 

Condemnation if Necessary

Negotiations with Property 
Owners

Prepare Independent Appraisal

Determine OwnershipFee Simple

Acquisition of all rights and interest

Permanent Easement

Ownership retained by property owner

IDOT allowed permanent use of property 
to construct and maintain facilities

Temporary Easement

Ownership retained by property owner

Temporary use to construct minor 
improvements



Next Steps



Next Steps

Review public comments

Revise geometrics and drainage improvements

Phase I design approval anticipated in 2024



Public Forum

Where and When?

What is it?

5:30 pm in this room

Opportunity for stakeholders to publicly state their 
comments about the project. 

Comments will be recorded by a court reporter and become 
part of the Public Hearing Record. 



Public Forum

Fill out a yellow participation form

Give the form to a project team member

Please keep all remarks respectful and courteous



Public Input

Browse exhibits and speak with the team

Fill out a comment form

Provide verbal testimony to court reporter

Email: il53corridor@clarkdietz.com
Website: www.il53corridor.org 

Comment period ends April 11, 2024

Public forum starts at 5:30pm

mailto:il53corridor@clarkdietz.com
http://www.il53corridor.org/


Thank you for taking an active role in 
the IL 53 Study.

Visit us at www.il53corridor.org 
This presentation will begin again in

5 minutes.



Thank you for taking an active role in 
the IL 53 Study.

Visit us at www.il53corridor.org 
This presentation will begin again in

4 minutes.



Thank you for taking an active role in 
the IL 53 Study.

Visit us at www.il53corridor.org 
This presentation will begin again in

3 minutes.



Thank you for taking an active role in 
the IL 53 Study.

Visit us at www.il53corridor.org 
This presentation will begin again in

2 minutes.



Welcome

The presentation is about to begin.

Please be seated.
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