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IL 53 Study
W. Arsenal Road to US 52

Will County, Illinois

Public Meeting
Stone City VFW

November 10, 2015

What will you learn today?

Purpose of today’s meeting:

• Describe the project development process

• Obtain public input on the transportation 
issues in the study area

• Provide information on additional public 
involvement opportunities
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Where is the project located?

West Arsenal Road

US 52

How are IDOT projects organized?

Current Phase
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Why a Phase I study?

NEPA 
Process

Traffic

Safety

Drainage

Public Input

Human & Natural 
Environment

What are the Phase I Elements?
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What is the current step?

• Collect data to identify transportation 
issues and concerns:

– Existing roadway and land use plans

– Traffic, crash, bicycle, and pedestrian 
data

– Population and employment forecasts

– Local and regional comprehensive plans

– Flooding records

• Solicit input from public

What is the current step?

Community
Issues

Transportation 
Needs

Traffic
Analysis

Safety
Analysis
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What are some existing conditions?

• IL 53 Traffic

– South of West Arsenal Road
• 6,700 vehicles per day

– North of US 52 (Doris Ave.)
• 25,600 vehicles per day

– Truck Percentage: 27% ‐ 34%

• Cross Street Traffic

– 50 vehicles per day at 
southern project limits

– 11,100 vehicles per day at 
northern project limits

What are some existing conditions?

• 2009 to 2013

– 423 crashes

– 140 injury crashes

– 5 fatal crashes

– Rear‐end and turning 
crashes are most 
prevalent

• Five Percent Location

– South of US 52 and north 
of Old Elm Road
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What are some existing conditions?

• Land Use

– Residential

– Commercial Use

– Open Space

What are some of the traffic generators?

• Traffic Generators

– Abraham Lincoln 
National Cemetery

– Midewin National 
Tallgrass Prairie

– Chicagoland Speedway

– CenterPoint 
Intermodal Center

– US Route 66
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What is Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS)?

• A collaborative, interdisciplinary 
approach

• Involves stakeholders in the 
project development process

• Reflects project surroundings –
“context”

• Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) 
addresses all project aspects:
– Safety and mobility
– Community and environment
– The pavement and beyond the 

pavement

Who are stakeholders?

Anyone who could be affected by, concerned with, or 
interested in the outcome of the proposed improvements 
being contemplated.
• Property Owners
• Residents
• Businesses
• Non‐Profit Organizations
• Elected Officials
• Regulatory Agencies
• Policy Advocates
• Travelers & General Public

Community 
Advisory Group 

(CAG)

Interest 
Groups Local 

Businesses

General 
Public
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How are stakeholders involved?

Stakeholder Involvement Plan (SIP)

• Framework for stakeholder 
involvement

• Identifies roles and responsibilities 
of participants

• Establishes timing of stakeholder 
activities

• SIP is available for review tonight 
and on project website, 
www.IL53Corridor.org 

What are CSS goals?

• Understand stakeholder’s key concerns

• Involve stakeholders in the decision making process

• Apply flexibility in design to address stakeholder 
concerns

• Achieve a general understanding of agreement 
among the stakeholders
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Who participates in CSS?

Community 
Advisory Group 

(CAG)Project Study 
Group (PSG)

Who participates in CSS?

Group Members

• Illinois Department of 
Transportation

• Federal Highway 
Administration

Project Role

• Collects and analyzes data

• Promotes partnership

• Ensures all requirements 
are met

• Renders the final decisions

Project Study Group (PSG)
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Who participates in CSS?

Group Members

• Property Owners

• Residents

• Businesses

• Non‐Profit Organizations

• Commuters

Project Role

• Provides insight to issues 
and concerns

• Identifies potential 
solutions/implementation

• Meets in a workshop 
format

Community 
Advisory Group 

(CAG)

How does information get out?

Agency Meetings

COMMUNICATION

Small Group 
Presentations

Media Outreach 
and Newsletters

Community 
Advisory Group

Public Meetings 
and Hearings

Website
www.IL53Corridor.org
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What is the schedule?

How can you stay involved?

Please join us in the 
exhibit area to:

• View exhibits

• Talk with Project Study 
Team members

• Note issues and 
concerns, Ex:
– Flooding

– Traffic congestion

– Access issues
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How can I stay involved?

• Community Advisory 
Group applications 
available

• December 1, 2015 
due date

• Selection based on 
representation

How can I stay involved?

• Comments
– Comment Form

– Website: 
www.IL53Corridor.org

– Email: 
IL53Corridor@ClarkDietz.com

• Forms may be dropped in the 
box today or mailed

• Due December 1, 2015 to 
become part of the official 
public meeting record
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What is next?

• Form the Community 
Advisory Group

• Analyze existing 
conditions and identify 
deficiencies

• Identify issues and 
concerns

• Begin integrating the 
technical analysis with 
the public comments

Thank you for taking an active role in 
the IL 53 Study.

Visit us at www.IL53Corridor.org 
This presentation will begin again in

5 minutes.
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Thank you for taking an active role in 
the IL 53 Study.

Visit us at www.IL53Corridor.org 
This presentation will begin again in

4 minutes.

Thank you for taking an active role in 
the IL 53 Study.

Visit us at www.IL53Corridor.org 
This presentation will begin again in

3 minutes.
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Thank you for taking an active role in 
the IL 53 Study.

Visit us at www.IL53Corridor.org 
This presentation will begin again in

2 minutes.

Welcome

The presentation is about to begin.

Please be seated.


